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This is how the Old Bethel site looked before restoration.
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Old Bethel:

200 Year-Old Spirit
Rebuilds “Old Bethel”

By Joanna Perkins, Archivist

P

ioneer churches were God’s living example of partnership, and
are the model that we still follow
today. Members uprooted themselves
and found a way to support themselves
while providing a backbone to hold
up new churches as they developed.
Churches took offerings to help new
churches, and came to their aid when
there was work to be done in the new
congregation.
In 1806, Bethel Church’s members
began that heritage of partnership and
missions even before the church was
officially housed, and continued it for
many years. In southeast Missouri, the
first area of the state to have organized
non-Catholic churches, Bethel church
minutes speak often of brethren who
were appointed to “go and assist” other
churches in the area. Many times the
minutes included a petition from other
churches praying help, which was
granted. Church members were granted
letters to assist other churches in
“constituting them into a church, ” and
quite often those same members were
granted letters to return to Bethel once
their labor in a new church was done.
In a similar partnership spirit, Bethel Church’s building was constructed
by the hard work of many people in the
congregation who volunteered supplies and labor to make the building a
reality. That kind of vision is needed
now to provide labor, money, and supplies to rebuild. The Missouri Baptist
Historical Commission is sponsoring
work weekends on Thursday, Friday
and Saturday mornings from 8:30 until
noon. Melvin Gateley, a member of
the Historical Commission, is coordinating the volunteers, who do not
32

|

HEARTLINe

SPRING 2006

This is how the Old Bethel site looks today. The foundation has been
poured and the original church logs are being fitted into position.

need carpentry skills to be a big help
in the efforts. The Commission hopes
to find willing workers among men’s or
women’s ministries, youth or children’s
groups; in fact, anyone who wants to be
part of this history-building effort.
As we reconstruct the old building from original logs, on the original
site, Bethel Church needs partners to
complete the project. There are many

ways churches can become part of this
partnership:
• Donate money to help support the
reconstruction effort.
• Organize work groups to assist at
the building site.
• Encourage others to join us in restoring this piece of Baptist history.
If you would like to help in any
of these areas, please contact
Melvin Gateley, 573-334-1303
(melvin.gateley@sbcglobal.net) or
Joanna Perkins, 800-736-6227, x 205
(jperkins@mobaptist.org). To keep up
to date on work progress at Old Bethel,
see the Missouri Baptist Historical
Commission website at
www.baptistparchments.org.
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s remembering the Missouri Baptist story
worth a cup of coffee?

Is it worth remembering how God has used
Missouri Baptists to advance HIS Kingdom?
Is it worth remembering where God started
using Missouri Baptists?
If you believe the answer is a resounding YES,
you can help for the cost of a cup of coffee.
Help restore and remember Bethel Baptist
Church, the beginning of HIStory west
of the Mississippi River.

D

Old Bethel Restoration Project

I

n the 200 years since Bethel
Church organized, the church
building has been dismantled. In
an effort to restore this legacy of
Baptist history, the Missouri Baptist
Historical Commission has begun a
year-long fund-raising campaign to
rebuild the church on the original
site with the original logs.
To participate financially, send a check
to the Missouri Baptist Historical Commission,
400 E High St, Jefferson City MO 65101, designated
“Old Bethel Restoration Project.” To volunteer labor,
contact Melvin Gateley at 573-334-1303.

A metal awning will cover
the restored church building.

A sketch of the original church.

“...that this may be a sign among you when
your children ask in time to come, saying,
‘What do these stones mean to you?’
7
“Then you shall answer them…”
Joshua 4:6-7 (NKJV)

For more information about Old Bethel or
MBHC services, contact Joanna Perkins,
Archivist at 800-736-6227, extension 205
or visit www.baptistparchments.org.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE

www.mobaptist.org
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